
NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents , 

And just like that, the 

Autumn term comes to an 

end! 

This term has been 

packed full of a range of 

diverse and wonderful 

opportunities for our 

children, both inside the 

academy and through a 

range of educational visits 

in Walsall and beyond.  I 

would like to extend my 

thanks to all of the staff 

who have worked hard to 

make these trips, visits 

and events possible. 

Our after school clubs 

began in September and 

despite a slow start, were 

massively oversubscribed 

this half term.  If you have 

not yet booked for next 

half term, please do so as 

soon as possible as places 

are limited.  All bookings 

must be made through 

MCAS. 

Some of out after school 

clubs have been focused 

on providing additional 

support/intervention for 

children.  The children 

who have attended these 

groups have made 

significant leaps in 

progress, so if your child is 

invited to one of these 

groups, please make sure 

they attend. 

Spring term starts on 

January 5th for all children 

and we look forward to 

welcoming you back into 

the academy then.  Next 

term will be just as 

exciting, with  extra 

rewards for the best 

attendance in the first 

couple of weeks back. 

Wishing everyone a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy 

New Year. 

      Tom Garner  

      Principal  
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Monday 24th February 

Return to school 

Tuesday 25th February 

P.M Y6 visit to the Mosque 

Wednesday 26th February 

3—6 p.m YFS, KS1 and 6LB 

parents’ Evenings  

Thursday 27th February  

3—6 p.m  KS2 Parents’ Even-

ing 

Wednesday 5th March 

Year 4 visit to Wolverhampton 

University 

West End in school all day 

Thursday 6th March 

West End in school all day 

Thursday 13th March 

Farm on Wheels to visit EYFS 

P.M  Year 5 Reflexions work-

shop—Understanding Myself 

and others 

Monday 17th March 

Sonia Sabri Dance company to 

work with Year 2 

Friday 21st March  

Red Nose Day  

Dates for Your 

DIARY  

NEWSLETTER 
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Monday 5th January 

8:40am—Academy opens to 

all children. 

Thursday 15th January  

9.15am Parent Workshop—

School Nursing—Toileting. 

Tuesday 20th January 

3pm—Year 1 & 2 Parents 

invited to look at Creative 

Curriculum books. 

Wednesday 21st January 

9am—National Numeracy 

Families Programme 

Workshop. 

3pm—Year 5 & 6 Parents 

invited to look at Creative 

Curriculum books. 

Thursday 22nd January 

Poetry Workshop for Year 4 

3pm—Year 3 & 4 Parents 

invited to look at Creative 

Curriculum books. 

Tuesday 3rd February 

Year 1 Trip to the Leather 

Museum. 

Friday 13th February 

Reception Trip to Dudley Zoo. 

Dates for Your 

DIARY  A message from the 

PRINCIPAL 
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We would like to thank both children 

and parents for working so closely with 

school to improve our whole school 

attendance this term. Our whole school 

attendance has ended the term on 

95.4%. There is still a little work to get 

us over that magic 97% but with your 

co-operation this is something we can 

achieve. 

Please make sure your child is in school 

for every day that school is open and to 

avoid taking holidays during term time.  

Children must arrive on time everyday 

and the school day starts at 8.45am. We 

are seeing a rise in the number of 

children arriving late through the school 

office. We need to improve this as this 

does affect your child’s attendance.  

If you child is unwell you must ring the 

school office each day of your child’s 

absence. For medical appointments 

evidence  must be supplied to the 

school for this to be authorised.
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Children return to school on MONDAY 

5TH JANUARY 2026 where we will be 

running our attendance reward cards.  

Each child will have a card and they will 

receive a stamp for attending school 

everyday and on time. If they fill their 

cards children will receive an 

attendance prize. Let’s get collecting 

lots of stamps! 

We would like to wish you all a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New year. Have 

a restful break and see you all in 

January. 
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This Month’s Focus— 
Keeping safe at night 

3 Caldmore Newsletter  |  Autumn 2 2025 
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Goodbye and 
Good Luck      

Mr Ballance 
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Mrs Defreitas joined Caldmore Primary 

Academy, or Caldmore Village Primary 

School as it was then, in 2015. 

During her time at Caldmore, Mrs 

Defreitas has taught many children, 

working in Year 2, 3 and 4.  She has also 

led Reading, most recently introducing 

Fonetti. 

Today we say goodbye and good luck to 

Mrs Defreitas as she leaves us for 

pastures new, taking up a promoted 

post. 

We know that Caldmore will always have 

a big place in Mrs Defreitas’ heart. 

Goodbye and 
Good Luck   

Mrs Defreitas 

Today, we say goodbye to Mr Ballance who 

has worked at Caldmore Primary Academy for 

twenty-two years. 

One of our longest serving members of staff, 

Mr Balance will be taking up a teaching role 

at another school not to far away. 

We would all like to thank Mr Ballance for his 

hard work, dedication and contributions to 

Caldmore over the years.  He has taught 

many children over the years, now even 

teaching the children whose parents he 

taught in the past. 

We wish Mr Ballance the very best of luck for 

the future and hope that he will be just as 

happy and successful in his new school. 



 

Nursery 
 

Reception 
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This half term we started off learning 

about festivals of light. We had our own 

fire where we toasted marshmallows. 

We have had many visitors including a 

school nurse teaching us about oral hy-

giene and PC Tim talking about stranger 

danger.  

We visited Walsall Leather Museum 

where we were little elves making shoes 

for the shoemaker. 

We have had another busy half term in 

Nursery and it is a pleasure to watch your 

children as they grow in confidence and in-

dependence . 

 

Aswell as lots of fun, through our topic a 

‘Starry Night,’ we have learnt  a great deal 

too.  We know that at night time it goes 

dark and that nocturnal animals are those 

who come out at night and that during Win-

ter some animals choose to hibernate.  

 

The last two weeks we have acted out the 

Nativity story, listened and danced to 

Christmas songs, drank hot chocolate, 

played with bubbles and balloons and have 

been super busy making Christmas crafts 

for our friends and family to enjoy. 



 

This half term has been a busy 

one! In literacy we have been 

working hard to improve our 

descriptive writing, using 

adjectives and adverbs to write 

effective narratives. In topic, 

we have completed a DT 

project called “Push and Pull”. 

During the project, we looked 

at different types of 

mechanisms such as slider and 

lever mechanisms. 

All of our hard work paid off 

when we created our own 

moving greetings card! 
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This half term we stepped back in time 

to experience life as a Victorian pupil. 

We role played what a Victorian class-

room was like and looked at artefacts 

from the past.  We went to the Black 

Country Living Museum and discovered 

what old buildings, factories, shops, 

clothes, transport and toys looked like. 

Our journey into the past bought histo-

ry to life in the most exciting way. 

Year 1 Year 2 
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This half term in our topic ‘Through the 

Ages’, we have learnt about the Roman 

invasion of Britain. We learnt about the 

important changes to housing and diets 

that occurred during this period. As 

part of our DT project we designed, 

made and evaluated brooches. We had 

a lot of fun in this topic finishing with 

Roman art work and mosaics.  

Year 3 
In our topic this half term we have 

been learning about Vikings and 

invasion, we went on a trip to 

Tamworth Castle and learnt all 

about how Vikings dressed, what 

they ate and how they lived. 

In literacy we have been working 

hard and wrote a non-

chronological report on anglerfish! 

In guided reading we have finished 

reading Harry Potter and learnt all 

about J.K Rowling! 

Year 4 
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In Year 5 this half term, we have had 

great fun learning about all sorts of 

forces in Science. We made parachutes 

to test air resistance and designed sub-

marines to test water resistance. Final-

ly, we built our own pneumatic systems 

using balloons, plastic tubing and sy-

ringes. We put these into Christmas 

boxes and had great fun decorating 

them! 

Year 5 
This half term, Y6 have continued to learn 

about the Victorian period of history. This 

included learning about the many inven-

tions and scientific breakthroughs that oc-

curred during that period. We also learnt 

about the lives of rich and poor children at 

that time, including what school life was 

like for those children who were lucky 

enough to get an education at all. This in-

cluded learning to sew and unlike in Victo-

rian times both boys and girls joined in. 

We learnt running stitch, back stitch and 

cross stitch. Then we designed and sewed 

our own simple designs (see below). 

 

 

Year 6 
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We would like to thank the local businesses in Caldmore who supported us and our 

Christmas Fayre. 

Thank You to Our Sponsors 



  

CPA-postbox@attrust.org.uk 

01922 721359  

caldmore.attrust.org.uk 

@CaldmoreAcademy 

Carless Street, Walsall, WS1 3RH  
Caldmore Newsletter 
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 Uniform 
Please ensure your child is wearing the correct items 

of uniform each and every day. 


